CHAPTER IV
SOCIAL GROUPINGS
compared with the rest of the British Isles, Ireland
has a small proportion of urban population—less than
a quarter against more than half of the whole. But
the main fact in Irish history since the famine has
been the growth of Belfast, In 1800 Dublin was the
second city in the British" Isles : Belfast had some
30,000 inhabitants. Since 1911 it has often been
absurdly said that Belfast was the larger city, a
result arrived at by excluding the separate boroughs
of Pembroke and Rathmines from Dublin, of which
they are as much part as Chelsea is of London. But
in fact this manufacturing centre is on the point of
outstripping the old capital: it may come to surpass
it in the same manner as Glasgow surpasses Edinburgh.
Yet Dublin must always mean at least as much to
Ireland as Edinburgh to Scotland, and though fallen
into some decay it bears evidence of the time when it
ranked among the great capitals of Europe,
The city began as a Danish station for raiding
and trading. It grew in the ninth century to be the
centre of a Scandinavian kingdom which extended
along the west of Britain by a chain of island posts
to Orkney and Shetland, and at one time comprised
most of Northern England. Its first cathedral was
built by the Norse, though the first bishops were of
Irish race. When the Normans took it from the Danes,
who then held it under the loose suzerainty of the
king of Leinster, Henry II made it his capital, and it
remained throughout the centuries the centre and
base of English power. It was never captured from
Mm by the Gael.
, Of the mediaeval town no traces remain, except in
Dublin Castle, and in the two cathedrals, Christ Church
and St. Patrick's, which have been reconstructed
within living memory. Essentially Dublin is still a
town, of the eighteenth century. It came to splendour,
though a splendour set in squalor/ as the capital of
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